There is probably no department of medicine which occupies a larger share of attention at the present time, with the general public as well as with the profession, than that which relates to the spread of epidemic
diseases; and there is no inquiry which seems to us more likely to yield results of the highest and most extensive advantage. It is on this account, that although we are opposed on principle to the multiplication of associations for special objects, we have welcomed the establishment of the Epidemiological Society; as likely to direct into one channel a large amount of information, which is at present dispersed over a wide range, and to bring to bear upon it an intelligent scrutiny that shall select the points most worthy of consideration, and a power of philosophical combination that may draw forth some general principles, the attainment of which shall give a positive direction to further investigation, as well as afford a comprehensive expression of the facts already determined. We feel convinced that this is a subject on which mere empirical generalization will do very little.
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the numerical method may be applied to these in every conceivable mode ?and yet, so long as no connecting idea is discerned among them, they remain utterly incapable of serving for the establishment of those general principles, which enable true Science to predict with certainty what will or what will not occur in any given contingency, and which therefore furnish the only satisfactory basis for the rules of Art as to Avhat should or should not be done. " XJn fait qui n'emporte pas une idee, duquel on ne peut s'elever pour voir plus loin," says M. Marchal (quoting from Montesquieu), " est un caillou qui ne vaut pas la peine d'etre ramasse, et qu'il faut, au contraire, repousser du pied pour en debarrasser la route !"
It is in this spirit that M. Marchal professes to have investigated the subject of epidemics. He has been desirous, he tells us in his preface, of establishing a doctrine, and of bringing all the elements of the discussion into convergence upon one single idea, which he believes to be novel, and on which he thinks that the practical rules of prophylaxis may be most securely based. From such a preliminary flourish of trumpets, we naturally expected something of greater value than the conclusions at which our author has arrived; which are nothing more than that plague, yellowfever, cholera, and intermittent fevers of all types, are diseases of paludal or malarious origin ; that typhus and epidemic typhoid fevers, dysentery, &c., are engendered by animal miasmata ; and that mixed forms of disease may be produced by the combined action of these different influences. Our readers Avill recollect that a doctrine of this kind was long since put forth, and sustained with great ingenuity, in our own pages (vol. iii. p. 74, et 
seq.).
It is not our present purpose, however, to discuss the origin of the poisons, whose introduction into the system gives rise to the various forms of epidemic disease. "We shall not enter upon the question of the relation of these diseases to each other, nor inquire why, in the very same localities, and under the identical circumstances, so far as can be traced, different forms of epidemic disease prevail at successive periods, typhoid fever giving place to typhus, typhus to cholera, cholera to scarlatina, and so on.
The complete extermination of such diseases, by the annihilation of the causes from which they originally spring, may or may not be within the reach of medicine ; but it will need a far larger amount of evidence than we at present possess, or 
